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welfare, as well as the personal reputation of each physician, is at 
stake, and the responsibility of decision should be early placed upon 
the health officer, whose duty under the circumstances is clearly defined 
by law. 

The health commissioner trusts that the measures already taken will, 
with the cooperation of the members of the medical profession, be 
effectual in stopping the spread of this disease, although the city is in 
constant danger of fresh importations of infection so long as other com- 
munities in the State continue to suffer from it. 

Table revised to February 8, 1899. November 25 to February 8, 23 
cases, 1 death. 

Very respectfully, Wm. P. Munn, 

Health Commissioner. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington, D. C, February 7, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that 4 new cases of smallpox were 
discovered in this District on the 5th instant, and that 2 more were 
discovered to-day. The total number of cases up to and including the 
present time is 10, but they have all occurred in but 5 houses. With a 
single exception they are now in the smallpox hospital. The prevail- 
ing type of disease is exceedingly mild, rendering diagnosis difficult. 
Eespectfully, yours, '" " Wm. C. Woodward, M. D., 

Health Officer. 

GEORGIA. 

Circular for obtaining information concerning smallpox. 

State of Georgia, Adjutant General's Office, 

Atlanta, Ga., February 10, 1899. 
Sir : The inclosed circular has been issued by the Governor of 
Georgia for the purpose of obtaining accurate information relative to 
smallpox in this State. 

Eespectfully, yours, C. P. Wertenbaker, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

[Inclosure.] 

State of Georgia, Executive Office, 

Atlanta, Ga., February 9, 1899. 

To the ordinaries, county commissioners, and local health authorities: 

In view of the prevalence of smallpox in a number of counties in the State, it is 
desired, in order to suppress the disease and prevent its spread, to have accurate infor- 
mation as to the condition in each county and city in the State. You are requested to 
furnish the following information at the earliest possible moment, and thereafter make 
a weekly report as to the condition in your county or city. 

11) Does smallpox exist in your county or city? 

(2) If so, how long has it existed? 

(3) How many cases have there been, and how many now? 

(4) Give the localities, with numbers of cases in each? 

(5) Is the disease chiefly among the whites or blacks? 

(6) What is being done to suppress it? State in detail the methods that are being 
used. 

(7) Is the disease spreading? _ . 

(8) Does chicken pox or any other contagious' or infectious disease exist? If so, give 
localities, number of cases, and other details. 
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Address your communications to Dr. C. P. Weetenbakee, Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
U. S. M. H. S., Special Aide, Adjutant-General's Office, Atlanta, Oa. 

In case of doubt as to the nature of any eruptive disease, you are requested to isolate 
the case until the diagnosis can be determined If desired, an expert in the diagnosis of 
smallpox will be sent to render you such aid as may be necessary. 

Very truly, yours. A. D. Candles, 

Governor. 
INDIANA. 

Evansville, Ind., February 8, 1899. 
Sir : Beferring to my telegram last night regarding the case of small- 
pox, I have the honor to report as follows : Upon my return from the 
city yesterday afternoon, the interne, Dr. Fred C. Mclsaac, informed 
me he had a case of smallpox in the office. I at once went in, and after 
a careful examination of the patient I came to the same conclusion. 
The city health officer was at once notified, and owing to the proximity 
of the 2 orphan asylums, he agreed to remove the patient to the pest- 
house at once. The patient was kept in the office till this morning, 
when not having seen or heard anything from the city officials he was 
removed to the deadhouse. The P. M. table, scales, etc., were removed, 
a fire made, and patient put to bed, and preparations were made to 
care for him there. It was too cold and windy to put up the tent. At 
about 10 o'clock a. m. the pesthouse wagon came for him. The office 
and deadhouse are now open to the freezing temperature, and will be 
fumigated later. The vaccine virus arrived yesterday, and patients and 
attendants are being vaccinated. 

Respectfully, yours, J. H. Oakley, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. E. S. 

Indianapolis, Ind., February 8, 1899. 
Sib : In compliance with the resolutions adopted at the conference of 
State and provincial boards of health, held at Toronto, October 6, 189(>, 
it becomes my duty to inform you that 1 additional case of smallpox has 
been reported in Indianapolis, 1 case Dana, 1 case Evansville. Origin 
of the disease is : Dana case, Arkansas ; Evansville case, colored man, 
off of steamer. 

Respectfully, yours, J. K Hurty, M. D., 

Secretary, Indiana State Board of Health. 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville, Ky., February 8, 1899. 
Sir : In relation to the prevalent outbreak of smallpox in this city, I 
have the honor to report that a total of 74 cases have been sent to the 
municipal eruptive hospital, with 47 cases still under treatment at that 
place, no deaths having occurred to date. 

Respectfully, yours, Howard C. Russell, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. R. S., In Temporary Charge. 

MAINE. 

Augusta, Me., February 6, 1899. 
Sir: In accordance with the agreement entered into at the con- 
ference of State and provincial boards of health at Toronto, October 
6, 1886, respecting the interstate notification of the occurrence of 
cholera, smallpox, and yellow fever, it becomes my duty to inform 
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you of the existence of 8 or more cases of smallpox at Waterville 
and Winslow, in the county of Kennebec, in this State. The origin of 
the disease is mixed up with chicken pox. Isolation, vaccination, and 
disinfection with steam and formaldehyd now under way. 

Yours, truly, A. G. Young, 

Secretary, State Board of Health of Maine. 

Augusta, Me., February 11, 1899. 
Sir : One case of smallpox has appeared in Auburn, Androscoggin 
County, Me., since my first notification to you. 

The outbreak in the city of Waterville and the town of Winslow, on 
the other side of the river, has proved to be a serious one. It is believed 
now, however, that the outbreak can be held well in hand. Every 
infected house has a guard over it day and night. Vaccination has 
been carried on very rapidly, and disinfection is under way. 

Yours, truly, A. G. Young, 

Secretary, State Board of Health of Maine. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore, Md., February 10, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the city health officer of Balti- 
more has reported 1 case of smallpox in this city on the 8th instant. 
This case was immediately sent to quarantine. The infection was sup- 
posed to have occurred in Norfolk, Va. Secretary of State board of 
health reports 1 case at Cumberland, Md. , a total of 6 cases occurring in 
this State since December8, 1898. Hestatesthat the only house believed 
to be infected at present is the quarantine hospital in this city. The 
State board will take active measures to prevent infection from Norfolk 
and other infected localities. * * * 

Very respectfully, yours, Sherrard E. Tabb, 

Assistant Surgeon, XT. S. M. H. S., In Temporary Charge. 

Tennessee. 

February 14. The secretary of the State board of health reports 7 
cases of smallpox at Jackson and 2 at Memphis. 

TEXAS. 

Laredo, Tex., January 29, 1899. 

Sir : I inspect all incoming passenger trains from Mexico, as stated 
in former reports. I vaccinate all Mexican or foreign immigrants, and 
I include as such all second and third class passengers. 

Smallpox at Laredo has as yet not been stamped out, although vigor- 
ous methods are now being taken by both city and county authorities. 
State Health Officer Blunt visited the city last week and inspected the 
situation. He did not consider quarantine of the county or city neces- 
sary, owing to the methods pursued to quarantine all infected houses 
and ranches. Owing to the prevalence of smallpox in other parts of the 
State, new foci are occasionally introduced. 

There have been 2,550 persons vaccinated within the city limits since 
October 1, 1898, at the expense of the city and county. The county is 
also having all the ranch people vaccinated, but I can not obtain the 
number vaccinated outside the city at present. The figures I give are 
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not the fall number vaccinated during the period named, as a great 
number, of course, are vaccinated at their own expense. 

I notice by the Boletin del Consejo Sup. de Salubridad, December 21, 
1898, of Mexico, that the epidemic of yellow fever at Tampico, Mexico, 
of 1898, was not introduced there. No ships had entered that port 
from infected points, and the quarantine was too strict to allow any 
cases to enter the city. The disease broke out among persons who 
resided in the center of the city and who had recently come from 
central table lands to Tampico. The conclusion of the Mexican experts 
was that the germs of yellow fever are always lying dormant in all 
Mexican ports, and that the *combination of the necessary conditions 
with an appropriate soil may induce an epidemic at any time. 

In my opinion we shall have yellow fever this summer at Monterey, 
Mexico, and very likely at Tampico, although I have not been to 
Tampico, but I know the conditions at Monterey. 

I inclose report of cases of smallpox and deaths from same at Laredo, 
Tex., for week ended January 28, 1899, namely, 43 cases, 9 deaths. 
Eespectfully, yours, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 

Laeedo, Tex., February 5, 1899. 

Sir : I inspect all passenger trains from Mexico, and vaccinate all of 
the second and third class passengers where necessary. I average from 
3 to 8 vaccinations daily on trains, mostly children. I obtain my vac- 
cine from the city of Laredo, Tex., free of cost on account of protection 
afforded city by my vaccinating all incoming persons. The city obtains 
fresh bovine virus on ivory points twice weekly. 

On January 31, 1899, 1 found a family of 1 woman with 5 children, 1 
of which had smallpox. The family had already been passed upon by 
the United States immigrant inspector. The mother had had smallpox, 
and 1 child, the oldest, had been vaccinated. I advised the mother to 
have others vaccinated at once, and she consenting, I vaccinated 3, the 
other was just breaking out. I was informed it had had fever for the 
three days previous. The family was going to Laredo, Tex. I had the 
family put off on the Mexican side of the boundary. On February 2, 
1899, 1 was informed that they had come to this side, and also that others 
had crossed the footbridge and were in quarantine on the Laredo, Tex. , 
side. I thereupon telegraphed you for authority to place night and day 
inspectors on the footbridge, which authority I received from you by 
telegram February 3, 1899, in evening. I hunted up, I think, 2 capable 
and intelligent men, and had Mr. Giles, the United States immigrant 
inspector, give them instructions about immigrants, and I instructed 
them in regard to diseases. They are both familiar with smallpox, one 
having had the disease himself. I also instructed them in vaccinating 
and told them to see that no one came over that was not vaccinated or 
had had smallpox previously, and also as to quarantinable diseases. 
Thirty persons were vaccinated on the footbridge on February 4, 1899. 

n^ ?JS ^p yfr 5|C *}£ 5JC 

I require a certificate of recent vaccination from a known physician, 
or person has to show vaccination, or be vaccinated at the bridge. * * * 

There have been now 2,850 persons vaccinated or revaccinated since 
October 1, 1898, at the expense of city and county within the city of 
Laredo, but notwithstanding, the disease has not abated. A great many 
of the lower class of Mexicans, in fact the majority, believe they have 
to have smallpox sometime, and that they had better have it young, 



217 February 17, 1899 

and only three days ago, while with the county physician, we went to 
inspect a child that had been hidden and died of smallpox, and found 
there a mother with 2 young children, who had been living in Nuevo 
Laredo, Mexico, but had crossed over with her children to see her 
sister-in-law's child with the smallpox. She said her children might 
as well get the disease while they were young, and be through with 
it. She and the children were placed in quarantine. She also stated 
that she would rather have her children get smallpox, even if they 
died, than have them vaccinated. It is this class of people I wish to 
have vaccinated at the footbridge, or not permitted to enter the United 
States, as after they are once over it is almost impossible to keep track 
of them. 

My telegram to you was sent after I had seen one from State health 
officer, Dr. Blunt, in answer to one from the county health officer 
requesting that an inspector be placed at the foot bridge to protect us 
from Mexican smallpox and unvaccinated, ignorant people, so that we 
could better break up the pest we now have. The State health officer 
telegraphed that there were no funds he could use for that purpose at 
present. I believe that the number of new cases will not be so many 
from now on, because, notwithstanding the number that have been 
exposed, the effect of the thorough vaccination ought to show from this 
week on, so I hope to be able to make a more favorable report next 
week, especially as we vaccinate all persons from Mexico at present. 
For the week ended February 4 there were 69 cases and 14 deaths from 
smallpox. 

Yours, respectfully, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

VIRGINIA. 

Alexandria. — Sanitary Inspector Snowden reports as follows: Feb- 
ruary 7, 19 cases, 3 suspects ; February 8, 11 cases, 3 suspects ; February 
9, 6 cases, 2 suspects ; February 10, 5 cases, 3 suspects ; February 11, 10 
cases, 5 suspects ; February 12, 3 cases, 3 suspects ; February 13, 3 cases, 
3 suspects ; February 14, 2 cases, 2 suspects. 

Hampton. — February 15, 6 cases. 

Norfolk.— Passed Assistant Smith reports as follows : February 8, 9 
cases, 7 from city, 2 from outside city— discharged, 12 ; total on hand, 
139. February 9, 6 cases— discharged, 13 ; total on hand, 132. Febru- 
ary 10, 6 cases— discharged, 14 ; February 11, 5 cases— discharged, 1 ; 
February 12, 4 cases — died, 1. 

WISCONSIN. 

Milwaukee, "Wis., February 7, 1899. 
Sir: In compliance with the agreement embodied in resolutions 
adopted by the conference of State and provincial boards of health 
respecting interstate notification of the occurrence of communicable 
diseases you are hereby informed that 2 cases of smallpox have been 
reported to this office as existing in Appleton, Outagamie County, in 
this State, probably taken from imported rags used in paper mill. Iso- 
lation, vaccination, and disinfection. Amount of exposure unknown. 
Should any further facts of importance to you in connection with these 
cases become known to this office you will be promptly informed con- 
cerning them. 

Eespectfully, yours, U. O. B. Wingate, M. D., 

Secretary State Board of Health of Wisconsin. 



